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1. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 

1.1. PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

1.1.1.1. This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared with Natural 

England (‘NE’) to show where agreement has been reached with AQUIND 

Limited (‘the Applicant’) during the pre and post Development Consent Order 

(‘DCO’) application consultation and in the course of the DCO Examination.  

1.1.1.2. This SoCG has been prepared by the Applicant and NE in respect of the onshore 

aspects of the Proposed Development, collectively referred to in this SoCG as 

‘the parties’. 

1.1.1.3. The purpose and possible content of SoCGs is set out in paragraphs 58-65 of 

the Department for Communities and Local Government’s guidance entitled 

“Planning Act 2008: examination of applications for development consent” (26 

March 2015). Paragraph 58 of that guidance explains the basic function of 

SoCGs: 

“A statement of common ground is a written statement prepared jointly by the 

applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which they 

agree. As well as identifying matters which are not in real dispute, it is also 

useful if a statement identifies those areas where agreement has not been 

reached. The statement should include references to show where those matters 

are dealt with in the written representations or other documentary evidence.” 

1.1.1.4. This SoCG comprises a record of agreement which has been structured to reflect 

topics of interest to NE on the AQUIND Interconnector DCO Application (‘the 

Application’).  

1.1.1.5. The position with respect to each topic of interest is presented in a tabular form.  

1.1.1.6. This SoCG reflects the outcome of discussions between the parties at Deadline 

8 of the Examination.  Throughout this document, points of agreement and 

disagreement between the parties are clearly indicated.  

1.2. THE DEVELOPMENT 

1.2.1.1. This SoCG relates to an application made by the Applicant to the Planning 

Inspectorate (‘PINS’) under the Planning Act 2008 (“Act”). The application was 

made on 14 November 2019. 

1.2.1.2. The draft DCO is referred to as the AQUIND Interconnector DCO. The DCO, if 

granted, would authorise the Applicant to construct, operate and maintain 

infrastructure and associated development (the ‘Proposed Development’) 

including: 
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 High Voltage Direct Current (‘HVDC’) marine cables; 

 HVDC underground cables; 

 Converter station;  

 High Voltage Alternate Current (‘HVAC’) cables; and  

 Fibre optic data transmission cables and associated infrastructure. 

1.2.1.3. This SoCG is only relevant to the onshore aspects of the Proposed Development. 

A separate SoCG between the Applicant and NE (joined with the Joint Nature 

Conservation Committee) addresses marine aspects of the Proposed 

Development.  
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3. SUMMARY OF TOPICS COVERED BY 

THE STATEMENT OF COMMON 

GROUND 

3.1. TOPICS COVERED IN THE STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND  

3.1.1.1. The following topics discussed between the Applicant and Natural England are 

discussed further in this SoCG: 

 Landscape and Visual Amenity; 

 Ecology (including arboriculture); 

 Soils and agricultural land use ; 

 Air quality; 

 Cumulative effects; 

 Decommissioning; 

 Construction Environmental Management Plan;  

 Draft DCO (including requirements to the draft DCO); and 

 Alternatives  

3.1.1.2. For the avoidance of doubt, matters not covered in this SoCG have not been 

discussed between the parties as they have not been raised by Natural England 

during the consultation undertaken to date between the parties.   
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